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WESTERN SHOSHONE 
 

“The truth is that the Western Shoshone adaptation was marvelously 

complex, and students of ecological and social evolution are only now 

beginning to comprehend the diverse adaptive processes that articulated the 

Shoshone pattern to the Great Basin ecosystem.” 
(Thomas, Pendleton & Cappannari, 1986.) 
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CALIFORNIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 WESTERN SHOSHONE 
  TERRITORY 
 
 

 
 
Traditional territory ranged from southern Idaho in the north to Death 
Valley in the south. The western border started in central Nevada and 
extended east to Utah. In 1873, there were 2,405 Western Shoshone 
living in Nevada.  P 

  



 WS-4  Western Shoshone Information 

 

 

WESTERN SHOSHONE 

BANDS 
   
  
              Agaidikah (Salmon-eaters) 

  

           Buiyahuhndikah 

         (Duck Eaters) 

                     Dubahdikah 
                            (Pine Nut Eaters) 
   
                           Bussegodikah  
                        (anise root-eaters)               Kuiyahndikah 
                            (Bitterroot eaters) 
            Tossawehe 

             (White Knife)  Wahdohnzedikah 

 (Rye grass seed-eaters)  
 Pasiadikah  
 (Red-top grass-eaters)          
  Kutsip  

   (Dry Earth Dwellers) 

 Weyumpuhdikah 

 Dishe dikah   (Buffalo berry eaters) 

 (Rice grass-eaters) 
 Bohononuh 

  (Sagebrush-knoll Dwellers) 

Toidikah 

 (Cattail-eaters) Mahakuhdikah Tsaidikah 

 (Mentzelia seed-eaters)  (Tule-eaters) 

 

Yuwani 

 (Southern Dwellers) 

 

  

Tsagwahdikah 

(Chuckwalla-eaters) 

 

 

 Tuhmbish 

 (Furnace Creek 

 Dwellers) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Newe, meaning “the People” in Shoshone, lived in small indepen-
dent entities known as bands, usually comprised of family groups. The 
territory they lived in varied depending on the amount of food resources. 
Band names were derived from their most important food source or a 
distinguishing geographic feature. 
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WESTERN SHOSHONE 

Reservations and Colonies 

 

Currently, the Western Shoshone reside on eight reservations and 

colonies (Elko, Southfork, Battle Mountain, Yomba, Duckwater, Ely, 

Wells, and Ruby Valley.) Some have intermarried with the Paiutes and 

live on combined lands such as Duck Valley, Winnemucca, Stillwater, 

Fallon, and the Goshute Reservation or in towns and cities. 
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Daily activities  

were interwoven with 

nature. They respected the  

delicate balance of nature. The 

cycle of seasons provided them with 

natural foods and plentiful wild game.  

Western Shoshone showed their  

respect to nature by making  

offerings to the Earth for  

plentiful harvests 

and hunts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sagehens 

WESTERN SHOSHONE 

Daily Life 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Shoshone 
Life in the Springtime 

They hunted for groundhogs, ground squirrels  

and sagehens using chokecherry limb bows  

and arrowheads made from bone, flint, obsidian,  

and hardwoods. 

They also caught the smaller game animals  

with stick traps and net snares. 

With sharp digging sticks, they gathered  

wild onions, morning-glory roots, sego roots, 

bitterroot, new cattail stems and roots,  

camas roots, wild asparagus, and  

wild carrots to eat. 

Medicine plants were used  

for colds, sores, rheumatism,  

and other ailments  

of the body. 
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They gathered wild rye grasses, wintergreen, wild strawberries, 
gooseberries, water lilies, and sunflower seeds to eat. Lupines, wild 
roses, and wild iris were used for medicinal purposes. 

They returned to the mountain summer camps. 
They fished for mountain trout and salmon with 
conical willows traps, nets, and spears. Hunting 
for bighorn sheep and deer were also done at this 
time of the year with the help of animal disguises 
and spiritual charms. Poisoned arrows or spears 
helped to bring down the bigger game animals. 

Western Shoshone 
Life in the Summertime deer 

mountain sheep 
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They hunted 

for deer, rabbits, and antelope. 
Gathering for communal drives, everyone helped out and the 
meat was equally divided. Fresh meat not eaten was cut and 
dried to be made into jerky. The hides of the animal were cured 
for later use. Bones were used to make tools and other items. 
Pinenuts, their main staple, were picked, winnowed, and cooked 
to be eaten or ground up for flour. Later the flour was used for 
soups and gravies. Currants, buckberries, and service berries 
were picked in the fall. 

Western Shoshone 
Life in the Falltime 
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Winter was a time 

for families to build permanent winter 

homes and time was spent listening to storytellers. 

These legends, events and experiences were handed down from 

generation to generation. The stories revolved around  

animals, mainly the coyote, and  

lessons of life. 

Western Shoshone 
Life in the Wintertime 

coyote              owl 
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I 

hats 

Western Shoshone 
Family Life 

scraper 

club 

knife 

scraper 

Relatives 
were considered 

an important part of 
Western Shoshone life. 

Even if they were a close 
or distant relative, everyone 

was treated as a Mother, Father, 
Sister, or Brother. All grandparents 

and elders were highly regarded. 
Their knowledge and wisdom was treated 

with much respect Most families lived with 
~.i. the maternal side of the family. Children were 
taken care of by grandparents. Men made tools 
and hunted. Women gathered, prepared foods, 
made clothes, other needed household items 

and 
gathering tools. 

fish hooks 

spear 
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Western Shoshone 

Homes 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 In spring, summer and fall, 

temporary shade houses and 
windbreaks were made out of 
willows or sagebrush. 

 
 
 
 
 

In the winter,   
they made permanent 
juniper homes insulated with leaves and dry materials.  
At times, these homes were covered with mud to prevent drafts.  
Usually they were in the foothills near the snowpacks. Snow was  
used for melting water. The food supphes were stored in caches  
in the ground, rockpiles, or caves. 
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       Western Shoshone 

             Clothing 

 

 

 

 
 

Buckskin was made from deer and antelope 
hides. They were cleaned, tanned and made 
into moccasins, gloves, clothes, robes and 
blankets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         rabbit blankets 

 
Rabbit skins were used to make blankets 

and robes. They were also used to line 
gloves and moccasins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

      buckskin clothes 
 
 
 
 
 

In certain areas, sagebrush and tule were softened 

and made into clothes. 
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Western Shoshone 

Households 

 

 

     winnowing tray  

 
 Each family kept necessary tools    seed beater 

for harvesting, food preparations, and  

daily living. 
 

Many bands developed basketry  

to a high degree. They made burden    
baskets, seed-beaters, winnowing trays,  

mats, and baby cradleboards.     wooden fork and spoon 
 

For food preparation, they used  

grinding stones, handstones, water jugs,  

and large baskets in which food was      woven spoon 

boiled by dropping hot stones in the  

water or mixture. Meat was roasted in or  

over an open flame. 
 

Eating utensils were woven 

spoons, flint forks and knives. 
 

At one time, some bands made a 
crude form of pottery, which is now  
a lost art.     
 

 
         hand and grinding stones 

 
 
 
 
 
     burden basket  

   scraper 

     
     hot rock holder 

 

           knife 

 

 

   

   bone club 
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Western Shoshone 

Gatherings 

We-soy 

sticks 

hand 
drum 

handgame, sticks, bones and 

scarf 

The Western Shoshone 

gathered at time of harvest to trade, 

and for spiritual reasons. They celebrated 

the spring and fall harvests with dancing, games, 

and by strengthening the bonds of friendship 

and their traditional ways. They danced 

the circle dance, which they learned from the sagehens. 

Dancing was also done to mourn a death, to influence 

hunts, to change the weather, and to clean 

symbolically the physical and spiritual body. 

They competed in games such as stickball, 

We-soy, a winnowing-tray game, 

shinny and handgames, where 

they tried to find 

the unmarked bone. 
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Western Shoshone 
Number Vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 one two 
 sim’ah wha’hahth 

 
 three four 
 bi’hihth watts’zahwth 

 
 five six 
 mon’eghth nah’flfth 

 
 seven eight 
 dats’zahwth wo’zahwth 

 
 

 nine ten 
 suh’wim meunt suh’mahdt 
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Western Shoshone 

Vocabulary Words 

 

 Boy Girl   

 doon’yah puah  nivh 

 

 Winter Spring 

 tommo’  tahmahne’ 

 

 Summer Fall 

 tatzah’  yehbahn’ne 

 

 Rabbit Deer 

 kahmh’  duh’hih yah 

 

 Fish House  

 benkw’  kuhn’ 

 

 Shoshone  

 Newe’ (noowah)  
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Western Shoshone 

and The First Invaders 

 
 

In eastern Nevada,  
the Shoshone helplessly watched as 
trappers and emigrants  
came into their lands. 

 
 

 
They killed and destroyed the 

wildlife and game foods that the Shoshone  
depended on. 

 
 

Even the Shoshone fell prey to 
foreign weapons, early childhood diseases, 
and corruptions, such as thievery, 
prostitution, and murder. 

 
 
The 
promise 
of gold and 
fertile California 
lands encouraged 
more and more emigrants 
to come through Shoshone 
lands. Yet, the most lasting 
and devastating affects were 
made by the settlers that settled  
in Nevada.   Encouraging the Shoshone  
to attack emigrant trains using newly-obtained 
horses and guns, the Shoshone fought back. It was then that the  
U.S. Government stepped in. 
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Western Shoshone 

Treaty of 1863 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

/ 

) 

—

I.) 

it
. 

I 1~ 

¼

: 
C
’ 

r 

Signed 
in Ruby 

Valley by U.S. 
and Western Shoshone  
leaders. The treaty was  
stop all hostilities in the  
Western Shoshone areas 

(such as undo harm) to all 
travelers passing through the area,  

and to establish military posts. 
Furthermore, it provided for businesses,  

railways, mines, settlements,  
the Western Shoshone boundaries  

and their reservations to be established. 
Lastly, annuity payments were to be made  

for loss of game, rights, and privileges conceded. 
Payment was never made and the added loss  
is the division of the Western Shoshone Nation, 

over land vs. money. 
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Western Shoshone 

Leaders 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

In one 

hundred and 

fifty years, the Shoshone 

have suffered massive changes at the hands 

of a foreign culture. Once generations of Newe passed traditions on to their 

children, keeping the ancient ways alive.  

When the whites arrived, they quickly claimed,  

fenced, and exhausted the abundant land. 

As its native people watched with horror, 

the whites outlawed 

and destroyed 

their way of life. 

 
 

Leaders such as 

Captain Buck, Captain Sam, Cho-kup,  

Temoalç and Tutuwah worked to keep 

their ancestral homes. 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, the descendants of those 

Newe have begun to reclaim their rights, 

restore their heritage, and rebuild their lands. Despite the 

devastating intrusions, they have preserved 

their culture and are looking 

towards the future. 


