
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A HUNTER 
 

I am a hunter 

I am quiet and quick 

When I catch my prey, 

Buffalo, Deer, Elko, Rabbit, 

I kill them quickly. 

My knife is sharp and 

My bow is ready. 

I do not kill for fun. 

I kill for my family, 

 my friends, 

 my tribe. 

I am a hunter 

 

 Cassie Drake 

 7
th

 grade, Mrs. Sankovich 

 Darrell Swope Middle School 

 Reno, Nevada
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NEVADA NATIVE PLANTS AND ANIMALS 

 

UNIT GOALS: 

 

 To identify the major plants and animals utilized by Nevada 

 Natives. 

 

 To understand the different methods of how Nevada 

 Natives utilized plants and animals. 

 

 To understand the importance of the environment in the 

 lives of the Nevada Natives. 

 

PAGES 

PA-2 - PA-3  Nevada Native Plants and Animals 

  (Cooperative Lesson and Student Worksheet) 

 

PA-4-PA-6  Nevada Native Food Resources (Teacher and 

  Student Worksheet) 

 

PA-7-PA-8  Nevada Indian Foods Word Find (Teacher and 

  Student Worksheet) 

 

PA-9  Northern Paiute Environment Illustration 

  (Student Worksheet) 

 

PA-1O – PA-11 Northern Paiute Rabbit Maze (Teacher and  

  Student Worksheet) 

 

PA-12  Northern Paiute Plant and Animal Activities 

 

PA-13 - PA-14 Southern Paiute Planting Activity (Teacher and  

  Student Worksheet) 

 

PA-15  Washoe Acorn Activities 

 

PA-16  Washoe Activities for Plant Names and Animals 

 

PA-17 - PA-18 Western Shoshone Ecosystem (Teacher and  

  Student Worksheet) 

 

PA-19 - PA-26 Nevada Native Plants Identification Booklet 

 

PA-27 - PA-28 Nevada Native Animal Identification Booklet 
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NEVADA NATIVE PLANTS AND ANIMALS 

(Cooperative Lesson) 

 

ACTIVITY GOALS:    

 Students will identify major plants and  

 animals used by the Natives of Nevada. 

 

 Students will identify how plants and animals were obtained, 

 prepared and the different uses by the Natives of Nevada. 

 

MATERIALS: Four (4) Student Information Workbooks 

 Plant and Animal Identification Card Worksheets 

 Nevada Map (Optional) 

 Nevada Native Plants and Animals Identification Booklets 

 

PROCEDURES: 

1. Explain to the students the activity goals 1-2. 

2. Divide the students into their same tribal bands. 

3. Name and identify different plants and animals using a  

 wildlife transparency or wall map of Nevada. 

4. Have students decide in their groups which plants and  

 animals they would like to work on for this activity. 

5. Write the topic questions on the board/chart. 

a  Where in Nevada did your tribal band locate the  

 plant or animal (N,W,E,S)? 

b.  What type of areas did you find the plant or  

 animal in (mountains, foothills, deserts, etc.)? 

c. Did you hunt, trap, or fish for the animal? 

e. Did you gather, harvest or grow the plant? 

f. After you obtained the plant or animal, how did you prepare it  

 for use? (Name at least 2 uses for each plant or animal.) 

6. Students will meet in their cooperative groups. 

7. Record the information on a comparison chart as each  

 group speaker presents their information. 

8. Compare and discuss the charted information. 

 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF LESSON: 

1. Students can compare the similarities and differences  

of plant and animal types and their uses. 

2. Students can write a paragraph using their information. 

3. Students can compare the present day with past Native  

 food uses of the plants and animals. 

4. Students can illustrate the sequence of obtaining,  

 preparation and use of one of the plants or animals. 

5. Students can illustrate the ecosystem food chain of one of the  

 areas of Nevada, showing the plants, animals and Natives of Nevada 

6. Students can add to the Seasonal Timeline, the types  

 of plants and animals gathered seasonally 
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NATIVE NEVADAN 

Plant and Animal Identification Card 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Type of Species:  __________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Size:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Description:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Habitat:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Native Uses:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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NEVADA NATIVE FOOD RESOURCES 

(Cooperative Lesson) 

 

ACTIVITY GOALS:  

 

 To identify, locate and describe one Band from each of the four  

 Native Tribes of Nevada. 

 

 To compute how much of that particular food source was needed  

 to feed a small family of four through the winter. 

 

 To understand that the four Native Tribes of Nevada lived in small roving groups 

known as bands, identified by either their food source or living environment. 

 

 To understand that bands did not solely depend on that food source or immediate  

living environment but roamed beyond their immediate locale for other food sources. 

 

MATERIALS: 

 

Four (4) Student Information Workbooks 

Native Nevadan Food Math Facts Worksheet 

Comparison chart 

Individual Tribal Maps 

 

 

PROCEDURES: 

 

1. Explain to the students activity goals 1 and 2. 

2. Divide the students into their same tribal groups. 

3. Name and show the major band groups using maps of each individual tribe. 

4. Have the students decide which band of their tribe they would like to be  

 for these activities. 

5. Write the topic questions on the board/chart 

 a. Where was your band  located (N, W, E, or 5)? 

 b. How many people were in your band (estimate)? 

 c. Were they hunters, fisherman, gatherers, or farmers? 

 d. What type of food source did you survive on or place you were  

  named after (ex.. fish, tule, seed-eaters or people who lived? 

 e. How much of your food source would it take to survive  

  through the winter months for a family of four? 

6. Students meet in their cooperative groups. 

7. Record the information on a comparison chart as each group speaker  

 presents their information. 

8. Compare and discuss the charted information 
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TEACHER INFORMATION: 

 

Compare students’ estimates of needed winter food supply 

amounts with the actual amounts. 

 

a. A typical family of four could gather about 1,200 lbs. of pine nuts during 

the few weeks in the fall when they were available. In one day, several 

bushels could be garnered. This supply was sufficient to last the winter. 

b. Washoe deer hunters (5-10 in a group) would hunt then skin, bleed and 

butcher their deer on the spot They would then equally divide the kill so 

that at times each man would carry home 200 pounds of boned meat. 

c. Enormous amounts of food were hunted and gathered then stored for 

winter due to the lack of preservation methods and stores. 

d. Bands were kept in small numbers because of the limited amount of food 

sources needed to feed a family. 

e. Bands were kept small so they wouldn’t deplete limited food sources of 

an area. 

f. Bands could not survive on just one type of food and needed to 

supplement their diets with a variety of foods. 

g. To get that variety, they needed to travel to different areas because not all 

of their food sources were located in one area. 

 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF LESSON: 

 

1. Compare daily foods of the past with the student’s current daily diet 

2. Compare preservation methods used in the past with the present day 

methods. 

3. Identify and categorize food groups of Native Tribes. 
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NATIVE NEVADAN 

Food Math Facts 

 

 

Name of food: _______________________________________________  

 

Type of preparation:  _________________________________________ 

 

 

Step 1- Estimate how much of that food you would need for one meal. 

 

 (Remember they didn’t eat much) 

 

 Food source -  ________________________________________ 

 

Step 2- Multiply that amount times the number of meals in a day. 

 

 Food source ____________ X_________meals  =____________ 

 

Step 3- Multiply that amount times the number of days in a month. 

 

 1 day’s amount___________X___________days =___________ 

 

Step 4- Multiply that amount times the number of months in winter. 

 

 1 month’s amount________  X________months =___________ 

 

 

CONCLUSION:_________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________ 
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MUSTARD SEEDS ROOTS INSECtS PLANTS 

WILD CARROTS STRAWBERRIES 

PINON-NUT 

 

WATER 

BIRDS ELK DUCK CHOKECHERRY GEESE 

 

ROSEH1PS CAMAS SQUIRREL ANT DEER 

ROCK-CHUCK ANTELOPE FISH 

CUTtHROAT CU-UI RABBIT 

 

WILD ONION GARLIC 

 

GROUNDHOGS 

 

PINENUTS 

NAME __________________________________________________ 

 

  See if you can find all 30 words in the word find. 

 

 

 

  NEVADA NATIVE FOODS WORD FIND 

 

O S W B R C H O K E C H E R R Y S R H A 

R E I R O C K C H U C K A B C O C H P S 

G I L A B S E E D S T B B U S M O I P G 

P R D G A R L I C U B M I A U N H T K O 

K R C E N A C E D I P U R A C E C O S H 

L E A E T R A N T C I O M U S T A R D D 

E B R S E D U C K T N S P O R U M O B N 

B W R E L M A Y O T O A R A N T A C S U 

I A Q B O E D E E R N L N M U R S T E O 

R R T S P W I L D O N I O N R T B I R R 

D T S N E R A T O C U T T H R O A T D G 

S S U B A E S B T H T S Q U I R R E L C 

S T C E S N I P L A N T S P O R E T A W 

H S I F C W M X V Q S T U N E N I P C W 

 

WILD CARROTS      STRAWBERRIES       PINON-NUT 

MUSTARD   SEEDS   ROOTS   INSECTS   PLANTS   WATER 

          BIRDS     ELK      DUCK     CHOKECHERRY    GEESE 

                   ROSEHIPS      CAMAS     SQUIRREL   ANT   DEER 

                             ROCK-CHUCK     ANTELOPE     FISH 

                                       CUTTHROAT     CUI-UI       RABBIT 

                                                  WILD ONION     GARLIC 

                                                              GROUNDHOGS 

                                                                                PINENUTS 
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NAME __________________________________________________ 

 

  See if you can find all 30 words in the word find. 

 

 

 

  NEVADA NATIVE FOODS WORD FIND 

 

O S W B R C H O K E C H E R R Y S R H A 

R E I R O C K C H U C K A B C O C H P S 

G I L A B S E E D S T B B U S M O I P G 

P R D G A R L I C U B M I A U N H T K O 

K R C E N A C E D I P U R A C E C O S H 

L E A E T R A N T C I O M U S T A R D D 

E B R S E D U C K T N S P O R U M O B N 

B W R E L M A Y O T O A R A N T A C S U 

I A Q B O E D E E R N L N M U R S T E O 

R R T S P W I L D O N I O N R T B I R R 

D T S N E R A T O C U T T H R O A T D G 

S S U B A E S B T H T S Q U I R R E L C 

S T C E S N I P L A N T S P O R E T A W 

H S I F C W M X V Q S T U N E N I P C W 

 

WILD CARROTS      STRAWBERRIES       PINON-NUT 

MUSTARD   SEEDS   ROOTS   INSECTS   PLANTS   WATER 

          BIRDS     ELK      DUCK     CHOKECHERRY    GEESE 

                   ROSEHIPS      CAMAS     SQUIRREL   ANT   DEER 

                             ROCK-CHUCK     ANTELOPE     FISH 

                                       CUTTHROAT     CUI-UI       RABBIT 

                                                  WILD ONION     GARLIC 

                                                              GROUNDHOGS 

                                                                                PINENUTS 
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RABBIT MAZE 

Find a trail that leads the rabbit safely to all its food squares and then  

back to its home and safety.  Be careful!  Don’t go over your same trail 

twice or you will become dinner for one of the other animals.  Good Luck! 
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RABBIT MAZE 

Find a trail that leads the rabbit safely to all its food squares and then  

back to its home and safety.  Be careful!  Don’t go over your same trail 

twice or you will become dinner for one of the other animals.  Good Luck! 



 PA-12   Plants and Animals 

 

 

NORTHERN PAIUTE PLANT AND ANIMAL ACTIVITIES 

 

 

1. Crayon resistant drawing of a fishing scene. 

 

 

 
 

 

2. What does a cui-ui look like? Research to find out. 

 

 

 
 

 

3. Take a walk along the Truckee River and see how many things you can find 

today that the Northern Paiutes used or ate long ago such as ducks, willows, 

etc. 

 

 

 
  

 

4. Make a duck decoy  

a. Using papier mache. 

 

b. Using rolled up newspaper and masking tape to hold it together in a 

duck shape. 

 

c. Using gathered tules from a ditch.  Make the decoy following directions 

from the information given in Northern Paiute student information 

book. 
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SOUTHERN PAIUTE PLANTING ACTIVITY 

 

Materials needed: 

 

A workable soil area. If none are available a small swimming pool 

would work. 

 

A small shovel. 

 

One type or a variety of seeds such as corn, beans, pumpkin,  

squash, or sunflowers. 

 

Recording sheet 

 

Procedure: 

 

1. Dig a pit three feet wide by six inches deep. 

 

2. Create several mounds of soil inside the pit 

 

3. Plant various seeds such as corn, squash, pumpkin, or sunflowers. 

 

4. Record plant growth, rainfall, time it took to plant, crop yield, etc. 
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SOUTHERN PAIUTE RECORD SHEET FOR PLANTING ACTIVITY 

 

Student Name: _______________________________Date: __________ 

 

 

OBSERVATION DATE TYPE OF SEED CHANGES OBSERVED 

COMMENTS 

(amount of water, crop 

yield) 
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WASHOE ACORN ACTIVITIES 

 

ACTIVITY:  Leaching Acorns 

 

Materials needed: 

 

 Acorns from white oak, pine nuts, or walnuts. (Nuts 

 should still have shells.) 

 Flat, round rock 

 Small, round rock 

 Cheese cloth or loosely woven material 

 Pan of sand 

 Water 

 

Process: 

 

1. Use the flat, round rock and the small, round rock for 

grinding stones. (See the illustration in Student 

information book). Place the nuts on the flat, round rock. 

Gently break the shells by hitting the nuts with the small, 

round rock. 

 

* Experienced preparers were able to put the 

shells and nut meats into a winnowing basket 

and separate the shells and the bad nuts from the 

usable nut meats by gently tossing the material 

in the air and letting the wind blow out the part 

that wasn’t needed. This was a quicker process 

than sorting. 

 

2. To leach the nuts, you need to shape a bowl in the sand 

and lay cheese cloth or a loosely woven material over the 

 sand to prevent the nut mixture from going into the sand. 

 

3. Place the nut flour on the center of the cheese cloth and 

pour water over the substance. Notice how the water 

 seeps through the flour, material, and the sand. 

 

 *This process is done to take the bitter taste away 

from the acorn. 

 

ACTIVITY:  Writing Acorn Paragraphs 

 

In a paragraph, explain how the Washoe Indians gathered acorns 

and how they prepared the acorn so that there was not a bitter 

taste. Draw a picture to go with your explanation. 



 PA-16   Plants and Animals 

 

 

WASHOE ACTIVITIES FOR PLANT NAMES AND ANIMALS 

  

 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES FOR PLANTS 

 

1. Bring samples of any plants that may be available. Even Commercial 

varieties from the supermarket could be examples of some. 

 

2. Choose a plant and research information about the plant to share with the 

class. 

 

3. Draw a picture and write about one of the plants. 

 

4. Learn to spell the plant and/or animal names. 

 

5. Memorize ten of the plants and/or animals. 

 

6. Research an animal. 

 

7. Draw a picture of an animal. 

 

8. Write a story about one of the animals. 

 

9. Write a story about a Washoe hunt and draw a picture. 

 

 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES FOR ANIMALS 

 

1. Research an animal. 

 

2. Draw a picture of an animal. 

 

3. Write a story about one of the animals. 

 

4. Write a story about a Washoe hunt and draw a picture. 

 

5. Learn to spell the animal names. 

 

6. Memorize five of the animal names. 
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THE WESTERN SHOSHONE ECOSYSTEM 

 
LESSON GOALS: 

Students will understand that the Western Shoshone consumed 

most animals and plants of the Great Basin ecosystem. 

 

Students will understand that plants & animals all contributed to the ecosystem. 

 

LESSON OBJECTIVE: 

Students will identify and draw the plant and animal food chain 

found in a Western Shoshone ecosystem. 

 

MATERIALS:   Worksheet on the Western Shoshone ecosystem. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1. Explain what a food cycle is using examples of what the  

students have eaten for the day. 

a. What did you eat today? 

b. What animal or plant did it come from? 

c. Explain prey and predator. 

 Chart or illustrate examples on the board or transparency. 

2. Compare with an example of a Western Shoshone diet 

3. Have students complete the worksheet 

 

PLANT 

 

 

THE 

 LARGE ANIMAL WESTERN PLANT EATER 

 PREDATOR SHOSHONE 

ECOSYSTEM 

    

    SMALL ANIMAL 

PREDATOR 

 
FOLLOW-UP: 

Compare the different type of plants and animals found in the students’ ecosystems. 
 

EVALUATION: 

Completion of student worksheet 

Participation in discussion. 
 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES: 

1. Using the Project Wild Curriculum, have the students play one of the predator and 

prey games. 

2. Play mystery plant or animal game using identification clues. 

3. Visit one of the ecosystems and quietly observe the wildlife activity in action or see 

a filmstrip on the food cycle. 
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THE WESTERN SHOSHONE ECOSYSTEM 

 

DIRECTIONS: Identify & and draw the major parts of an animal food cycle in the Western 

Shoshone Ecosystem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
            
 

Plant 

 

  The 

 Western 

              Shoshone 

              Ecosystem 

 

     Large Animal Predator                 Plant-Eater 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Small Animal Predator 
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NEVADA NATIVE 

 

PLANT IDENTIFICATION 

BOOKLET 
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      NAME: Bitterroot          LATIN NAME: Lewisa redivia 

          Lewisia       FAMILY NAME: Portulacaceae/purslane 

 

PLANT TYPE: succulent lg. starchy root 

DESCRIPTION: narrow/spoon-shaped oblong leaves         

                            snow-white flowers/sht. single stem  

LOCATION: dry, open rocky area  

SIZE: 6-12” high 

USAGE1: roots eaten like rice  

                 boiled into jelly for stews  

                 stored for winter use           NO.PAIUTE:  

                                                             SO.PAIUTE: x  

NOTE: Roots nourishing in spring     WASHOE: 

  Tobacco-aroma when cooked           W.SHOSHONE: x 

  

NAME: Acorn        LATIN NAME: Quercus Kelloggii   

Calif. Blk.Oak  FAMILY NAME: Fagaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: hardwood beech tree  

DESCRIPTION: drk.grn. lg. deep-lobed leaf  

                            stout branches/drk.brn. bark  

LOCATION: rocky foothills/mtns. 

SIZE: 30-80’ high 

USAGE1: long edible, sweetish acorns 

     after leeching made into NO. PAIUTE: 

     acorn soup/bread SO. PAIUTE: 

NOTE: round spreading crown WASHOE: x 

sm.bud cluster at twig end W.SHOSHONE: 

 

NAME: Blazing star LATIN NAME: Mentzelia laevicaulis     

      Big               FAMILY NAME: Loasaceae/Blazing Star   

 

PLANT TYPE: lg.woody-trunked shrub  

DESCRIPTION: long pinnately-lobed leaf  

narrow yellow flower petals  

LOCATION: rocky canyon slopes  

SIZE: 6-24” high  

USAGE1: seeds used for food  

by thickening liquids                         NO.PAIUTE: x  

                                                               SO. PAIUTE:  

NOTE: gray green w/red seeds             WASHOE: 

                                                               W.SHOSHONE: x 

  

NAME: Agave                     LATIN NAME: Agave parryl 

                    FAMILY NAME: Agavaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: stout, tall flower stalk 

DESCRIPTION: rigid, broad,  spined 

           gray-gm. leaf rosette 

LOCATION: dry rocky slopes 

SIZE: 10-14’ high 

USAGE1:  roasted or boiled for food 

      used for soap & medicine 

      spines-tips for lances                       NO.PAIUTE:  

                                                              SO.PAIUTE: x  

NOTE: cluster of yellow flowers         WASHOE:  

     at end of each branch                       W.SHOSHONE: 

 

 

NAME: Blazing star LATIN NAME: Mentzelia albicaulis    

     Whitestem    FAMILY NAME: Loasaceae/Blazing Star  

 

PLANT TYPE: sinuous stick leaf plant  

DESCRIPTION: long, shiny, silver stem  

     yellow flower/linear leaf 

LOCATION: arid, sandy soil  

SIZE: 6-24” high  

USAGE1: seeds parched & ground  

      into meal                                            NO.PAIUTE:  x    

                                                                 SO.PAIUTE:  x  

NOTE: Stickleaf                                      WASHOE: x       

                                                                 W.SHOSHONE:  x 

 

NAME: Asparagus LATIN NAME: Epilobium 

angustifolium 

 Wild                  FAMILY NAME Onagraceae 

PLANT TYPE: erect reddish perenniel 

DESCRIPTION: unbranched stalk,long seed pods 

          dk.pink spikes/4-petal flowers 

LOCATION: open rich moist soil 

SIZE: 2-6’ high  

USAGE1: long leaves eaten as greens  

      young shoots are asparagus               NO.PAIUTE: x 

       boiled & eaten                                  SO. PAIUTE: 

NOTE: leaves made into tea                   WASHOE: 

              known as Fireweed                   W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

NAME: Buffaloberry LATIN NAME: Shepherdia argentea  

      Silver                FAMILY NAME: Elaegnaceae/Oleaster  

 

PLANT TYPE: silver-colored tree/bush  

DESCRIPTION: branches end in thorns &  

           grows in thickets  

LOCATION: hillsides/streams  

SIZE: 6-19” high  

USAGE1: red/gold berries eaten fresh  

or made into jelly/syrup 

                                                                 NO.PAIUTE: x  

                                                                 SO.PAIUTE: x   

NOTE: sm.brown/yellow flowers           WASHOE:      

                                                                 W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

NAME: Bentgrass       LATIN NAME: Agrostis alba 

           FAMILY NAME: Poaceae/ grass 

 

PLANT TYPE: tall redtop perennial grass 

DESCRIPTION: delicate panicle like pyramid 

           forming open cluster at top 

LOCATION: moist meadows 

SIZE: 8-30” high 

USAGE1: seeds eaten for food 

                                                               NO. PAIUTE: x 

                                                               SO. PAIUTE: 

NOTE: Redtop grass                             WASHOE: 

      1-flowered spikelet                          W.SHOSHONE: x 
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NAME:  Cicely       LATIN NAME Osmorrhiza occidentalis 

             Sweet          FAMILY NAME: Apiaceae/Carrot 

PLANT TYPE: slender, leafy-stemmed perennial 

DESCRIPTION:  thick, closely-clustered roots  

        wht/prple/grn flower clusters 

LOCATION: wooded areas/pinyon 

SIZE: 1-3’ high 

USAGE1: anise-flavored root-seasoning 

        aromatic-root tea - laxative     NO.PAIUTE: 

     SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: leaves steeped & mixed w/     WASHOE: 

       Indian Balsam for pneumonia            W.SHOSHONE: x 

  

NAME: Cactus     LATIN NAME: Opuntia plyacantha 

       Prickly-pear    FAMILY NAME: Cactaceae 

                    

PLANT TYPE: spiny ,flat oval joints  

DESCRIPTION: low mound/blu-grn joints 

           yellow/magenta flowers 

LOCATION: open plains/deserts 

SIZE: 3.6”high/l-l0’wide 

USAGE1: ripe fruit eaten  

                                                               NO.PAIUTE: x 

 SO.PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: spiny pads nuisance to             WASHOE: 

animals/Plains cactus                            W.SHOSHONE: x 
 

 

NAME: Currants              LATIN NAME: Ribes Cereum 

      Wax/Bear                   FAMILY NAME: Saxi Fragaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: downy-twigged shrub 

DESCRIPTION: gm. glossy leaf/creamy  

           fragrant flower 

LOCATION: rocky timberline 

SIZE: 2-8’ high 

USAGE1: red berries eaten raw  

         have a sticky dry taste                      NO.PAIUTE: x 

                                                                   SO.PAIUTE:  

NOTE: Golden & Black Currants            WASHOE: x 

       also eaten in Nevada                         W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

NAME: Cairns           LATIN NAME: Camassia quamash 

      Common              FAMILY NAME: Liliaceae/ lily 

 

PLANT TYPE: high-stem frm. thick bulb  

DESCRIPTION: deep purpl.blue flowers 

           bulb covered w/black bark 

LOCATION: moist rich soil 

SIZE: 8-24” high 

USAGE1: bulbs used for food  

         cooked smells like vanilla            NO.PAIUTE: x 

         tastes like brown sugar                 SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: rarely light blue                        WASHOE: x 

      dug when seeds are ripe                  W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

NAME: Dogwood         LATIN NAME: Cornus stolonifera        

       Osier                       FAMILY NAME: Cornaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: 1g. spreading shrub  

DESCRIPTION: white tower clusters 

           dull grn.elliptical leaf 

LOCATION: streambanks soils 

SIZE: 3-10’ high 

USAGE1: inner bark tea - heart tonic  

         has quinine properties                      NO.PAIUTE:  x 

                                                                  SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: used for baskets                           WASHOE:  

     whitish 2-seeded fruit stone                 W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

 

NAME: Cattail       LATIN NAME: Typha latifolia 

      Common           FAMILY NAME: Typhaceae/ Cattail 

 

PLANT TYPE: long stalked marsh perennial  

DESCRIPTION: lt.green soft pithy leaves 

         dense,cylindrical brn.spike 

LOCATION: ponds/marsh areas 

SIZE: 3-6’ high 

USAGE1: sweetish-roots eaten for food 

 pollen sieved/used like flour              NO.PAIIJTE: x 

 flowers eaten like corn                      SO.PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: down & rushes for material        WASHOE: x 

shoots eaten like cucumbers                    W.SHOSHONE 

x 

 

NAME: Elderbeny           LATIN NAME: Sambucus glauca  

       Blue                           FAMILY NAME: Caprifoliaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: lg.many-branched shrub  

DESCRIPTION: thicket forming/sev.trunks 

          sm.whitish cluster flower 

LOCATION: streambank soils 

SIZE: 25’ high 

USAGE1: blue berries for diarrhea, 

        flower tea for tuberculosis                NO.PAIUTE: x  

        root potion for blood tonic                SO. PAIUTE: 

NOTE: Boil leaf poultice/inflammations WASHOE: 

 made flutes out of twigs WSHOSHONE: x 

 

NAME: Chokecherry LATIN NAME: Prunus demissa     

      Western FAMILY NAME: Roasaceae/ Rose 

 

PLANT TYPE: deciduous slendar shrub/tree 

DESCRIPTION: dk.red/brn smooth/scaly bark  

           broad lance-shaped leaves 

LOCATION: moist/pine ft.hills. 

SIZE: 2-20’ high 

USAGE1: bitter fruit eaten fresh,  

        dried, or made into jelly               NO.PAIUTE: x  

        mix w/meat & fat - pemmican     SO. PAIUTE: 

NOTE: white/pink flower blossom      WASHOE: 

        bright red/yell. oblong fruit          W.SHOSHONE: x 
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NO.PAKTIt: x 

SO. PAIUTE: 

WASHOE: x 

W.SHOSHONE: x 

NO.PAJUTE: x 

SO.PAIUTE: x 

WASIIOE: x 

WSHOSHONE: x 
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NAME: Grass     LATIN NAME: Cyperus rotundus 

   Nut     FAMILY NAME: Cyperaceae  

 

PLANT TYPE: perennial herb grass  

DESCRIPTION:  found on sedge roots 

         sm. black tubers 

LOCATION:  moist rich soil 

SIZE: 1-2’ high 

USAGE1: tubers eaten like cereal 

        tastes like raisins                           NO. PAIUTE: x 

                                                               SO. PAIUTE: 

NOTE: looks like currants                     WASHOE: x 

       shiny reddish-bit. scales                  W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

NAME: Elderberry  LATIN NAME: Sambucus racemosa 

       Red                 FAMILY NAME: Caprifoliaceae 

  

PLANT TYPE: low shrub 

DESCRIPTION: many sm.white flower 

     clusters/unpleasant odor 

LOCATION: moist mtn. soils 

SIZE: up to 6’ high 

USAGE 1: bright red berries/diarrhea 

    flower tea for tuberculosis      NO PAIUTE: x 

      root potion for blood tonic      SO. PAIUTE: 

NOTE: boil leaf poultice/Inflammations  WASHOE: 

                                                       W.SHOSHONE: x 
 

NAME: Iris LATIN NAME: Iris Missouriensis 

Flag FAMILY NAME: Iridaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: pale blue flower 

DESCRIPTION: stout, creeping rootstock  

             veined petals/many leaves  

LOCATION: moist mtn. meadows 

SIZE: 6-12” high 

USAGE1: root tea for kidney 

trouble                             NO. PAIUTE: 

                             SO.PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: Rocky Mtn. Iris                             WASHOE: 

                             W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

NAME: Ephedra LATIN NAME: Ephedraceae Nevadensis 

Green                  FAMILY NAME: Ephedracea  

 

PLANT TYPE: bright yel/grn.shrub  

DESCRIPTION: bright yel/grn. sheathing 

            scales on stems are leaves 

LOCATION: sage/foothill areas 

SIZE: 1-4’ high 

USAGE1: stems made into medicine tea 

brn, seeds made into flour                   NO.PAIUTE: x 

                                                             SO. PAIUTE: 

NOTE: Morman/lndian                       WASHOE  

       cone-like flowers                          W.SHOSHONE: x: 

NAME: Juniper LATIN NAME: Juniperis Spp. 

FAMILY NAME: Pinaceae/ Pine 

 

PLANT TYPE: tree w/short upright trunk 

DESCRIPTION: low spreading branches 

    rounded, conical 

LOCATION: rocky soils/pinyon 

SIZE: 15-4O’ high 

USAGE1: berry tea for kidney prob. 

berry mealy & sweetish                            NO.PAIUTE: 

                                                                  SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: berrylike bluish cone turns          WASHOE: 

brown, hard & dry                                    W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

 

NAME: Garlic             LATIN NAME: allium falcifolium 

                                     FAMILY NAME: Liliaceae/ lily 

 

PLANT TYPE: blue-green flat flower 

DESCRIPTION: sickle-shaped leaves 

    deep pink colored bulb 

LOCATION: dry rocky plains 

SIZE: up to 12” high 

USAGE1: seasoning for food 

bulb strong tasting                              NO.PAIUTE: x 

                                                            SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: stored for later use                  WASHOE: 

                                                             W. SHOSHONE: x 

NAME: Lily LATIN NAME: Calochortus invenustus 

Mariposa FAMILY NAME: Liliaceae/ lily 

PLANT TYPE: flowering stem w/coated bulb 

DESCRIPTION: narrow leaves, showy 

    white flowers 

LOCATION: higher sandy soils 

SIZE: 4-12” high 

USAGE1: bulb eaten raw, cooked 

 by roasting, & dried into                  NO.PAIUTE: x 

 flower                                  SO.PAIUTE  

NOTE: flower has red-brn.spots             WASHOE:: 

                                                                 W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

NAME: Gooseberry          LATIN NAME: Ribes roezlii 

                                        FAMILY NAME: Saxifragaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: stout long-spreading shrub 

DESCRIPTION: lt.brown bark, alternate leaf 

           tubular white flower 

LOCATION: rich moist soil 

SIZE: 1-4’ high 

USAGE1: red to purple berries eaten 

                                        NO.PAIUTE: 

                                        SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: straight spines at stem nodes  WASHOE: x 

      cluster dk.grn.leaves                      W.SHOSHONE: x 
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NAME: Mesquite    LATIN NAME: Prosopis pubescens  

      Screwbean             FAMILY NAME: Fabaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: spiny. shrub/tree 

DESCRIPTION long, slender branches 

   w/screwlike pods 

LOCATION: So.Nv. desert 

SIZE: up to 20’ high 

USAGE1: seeds pounded into meal 

sweet pods eaten raw                             NO.PAIUTE: 

                                                               SO.PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: along water & in thickets          WASHOE: 

                                                                W.SHOSHONE: x 

NAME: Lily           LATIN NAME: Calochortus nuttallii 

       Sego               FAMILY NAME: Liliaceae/ lily 

 

PLANT TYPE: white ,bell-shaped flower 

DESCRIPTION: erect, unbranched stem w/few leaves 

  purple tinged petals in center 

LOCATION: sage, pit-junipers 

SIZE: 648” high 

USAGE1: bulb eaten raw or cooked 

    seeds parched for meal           NO.PAIUTE: x 

                                                   SO.PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: umbel-like cluster                    WASHOE: x 

       yellow gland at petal base             W.SHOSHONE: x 
 

 

NAME: Mustard               LATIN NAME: Cruciferae Spp.  

                                          FAMILY NAME: Cruciferae 

 

PLANT TYPE: tall smooth-stalked green 

DESCRIPTION: tiny gold-clustered flowers 

          long, smooth dk.grn.leaf 

LOCATION: moist/high elev. 

SIZE: 1-2’ high 

USAGE 1: seeds used for gravy  

         young blossoms like broccoli       NO.PAIUTE: x 

         pick greens before blossoms         SO.PAIUTE:  

NOTE: winter cress, Old Maid Sister    WASHOE: x  

        buds high in vitamin c                    W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

NAME: Lily            LATIN NAME: lilium columbianum  

Tiger                        FAMILY NAME: liliaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: lg. showy org.flower 

DESCRIPTION: petals nodding 

        leafy stem 

LOCATION: thickets/open areas 

SIZE: 2-4’ high 

USAGE1: seeds eaten 

        bulb eaten                                     NO.PAIUTE: x 

                                                              SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: scaly bulb or rootstock             WASHOE: x 

       solitary flower                                W.SHOSHONE: 

 

 

NAME: Onion             LATIN NAME: Allium acuminatum 

      Mountain               FAMILY NAME: Liliaceae/lily 

 

PLANT TYPE: narrow basal leaves 

DESCRIPTION: umbel of pink flowers on 

        top of leafless stalk 

LOCATION: open/rocky slopes 

SIZE: 4-12” high 

USAGE1: leaves & bulb for seasoning  

        bulbs eaten raw or cooked               NO.PAIUTE: x 

        diuretic in kidney disorders             SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: onion-smelling foliage                WASHOE: x 

       rub on body - insect repellent           W.SHOSHONE: x  

 

  

 

NAME: Lupine        LATIN NAME: Lupine Polyphyllus                      

                                 FAMILY NAME: Leguminosae 

 

PLANT TYPE: tall, lush violet flower 

DESCRIPTION: stout stem, palmate leaflets 

 dense, long racemes 

LOCATION: moist meadows 

SIZE: 2-5’ high 

USAGE1: seed tea to aid in 

        urination                                      NO.PAIUTE: 

                                                   SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: 2-sided fruit pod with             WASHOE: 

       row of 2-12 seeds                         W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

NAME: Pinion LATIN NAME: Pinus monophylla 

      Single-leaf        FAMILY NAME: Pinaceae/ pine 

 

PLANT TYPE: sm.tree w/low horiz. branches 

DESCRIPTION: slow growing w/spreading 

         rounded gray-grn. crown 

LOCATION: rocky hillsides 

SIZE: up to 12’ high 

USAGE1: nuts roasted & eaten for food 

         or ground into flour                     NO.PAIUTE: x   

                                                                  SO.PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: stored for winter food                   WASHOE: x 

                                                                  W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

NAME: Mesquite     LATIN NAME: Prospois glandulose 

       Honey                FAMILY NAME: Fabaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: 1g. spiny shrub 

DESCRIPTION: spreading, crooked branches 

         w/narrow. beanlike pods 

LOCATION: sandy areas/So. Nv. 

SIZE: up to 20’ high 

USAGE1: seeds pounded into meal 

        sweetish pulp eaten raw               NO.PAIUTE: 

                                                             SO.PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: yellow flower                          WASHOE: 

                                                             W.SHOSHONE: x 
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NAME: Ricegrass     LATIN NAME Oryzopsis hymenoides 

      Indian                  FAMILY NAME: Poaceae/ grass  

 

PLANT TYPE: densely-tufted grass stems 

DESCRIPTION: rough,narrow blades w/ 

          many branches w/end spikelets 

LOCATION: sandy areas 

SIZE: 7-18” high 

USAGE1: seeds ground into meal  

                                                                  NO.PAIUTE: x  

                                                                  SO.PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: bunchgrass                                   WASHOE: x 

                                                                  W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

NAME: Potato      LATIN NAME: Ammobroma Sonorae 

 Sand    FAMILY NAME Lennoaceae 

PLANT TYPE: root parasite of Coldenia 

DESCRIPTION: long succulant underground 

          stems w/no chlorophyll 

LOCATION: low elev.sand drift 

SIZE: 1-2’ long 

USAGE1: stems eaten raw, roasted or 

dried into meal NO.PAIIYII 

             stored for foture use SO,P.AIUTE: x 

NOTE: sm. numerous flowers on an W.ASHOE: 

          expanded axis, scaley leaves W.SHOSHONE: x 
 

NAME: Rose LATIN NAME: Rosa Nutkana  

Wild FAMILY NAME: Rosaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: thorny flowering shrub 

DESCRIPTION: pale pink flowers 

         reddish~purpIe berries 

LOCATION: woods/open mtn. area 

SIZE: 2-13’ high 

USAGE1: root tea/rose colored 

for colds                           NO.PAIUTE: x 

                                                                  SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: rose hips eaten & made into        WASHOE: x 

Jams or jellies                           W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

NAME: Rabbitbrush       LATIN NAME: Chrysothamnus 

nauseosus                             FAMILY NAME: Compositae 

 

PLANT TYPE: grn-gray brush in clumps 

DESCRIPTION: yellow flowers on erect ends 

          Slender, flexible branches 

LOCATION: sagebrush areas 

SIZE: up to 7’ high 

USAGE1: peelings/lumps/knots used 

for chewing                                          NO.PAIUTE: x 

                                                              SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: narrow leaves seed-like fruit   WASHOE: 

with fine hair at tip                               W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

 

NAME: Rye              LATIN NAME: Echinochloa cinereus  

      Gr.Basin Wild     FAMILY NAME: Poaceae/ grass 

 

PLANT TYPE: bunchlike perennial 

DESCRIPTION: broad, flat, blade-like leaf 

         slender, dense spikes 

LOCATION: moist/alkaline soil 

SIZE: 2-3’ high 

USAGE1: Blades for scraping eyelids 

         used as part of trachoma &            NO.PAIUTE: x 

         cataract treatment                           SO. PAIUTE:  x 

NOTE: Seeds are parched for food        WASHOE: x 

                                                                W.SHOSHONE:  x 

 

 

NAME: Raspberry     LATIN NAME: Rubus leucodermis 

      Whitebark            FAMILY NAME: Roasaceae/ Rose  

 

PLANT TYPE: erect shrub w/recurved thorns 

DESCRIPTION: sm. white flowers 

           compound leaf/black fruit 

LOCATION: moist open areas 

SIZE: 3-6’ high 

USAGE1: fruit eaten for food 

         or made into jellies                  NO.PAIUTE: 

                                                          SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: Black raspberry                   WASHOE: x 

       High in vitamin c                       W.SHOSHONE:  x 

 

 

 

NAME: Sagebrush       LATIN NAME: Artemisia tridentate 

 Big                      FAMILY NAME: Asteraceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: lg. woody-trunked shrub 

DESCRIPTION: twisted, shredding trunk 

           gray-grn sm. 3pt. leaf 

LOCATION: lower desert alt, 

SIZE: 2-8’high 

USAGE1: leaves chewed for indigestion 

        brush for fire or shelters                   NO. PAIUTE: x 

                                                                  SO.PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: very aromatic                   WASHOE: 

                                                                  W.SHOSHONE: x

  

 

NAME: Rhubarb LATIN NAME : Polygonum 

ramosissimum     FAMILY NAME: Polygonaceae/                 

                                                           Buckwheat 

PLANT TYPE: perennial herb w/thick roots 

DESCRIPTION: axillary cluster flowers 

         smooth yell-grn. foliage 

LOCATION: most soils  

SIZE: 1-3’ high 

USAGEI: seeds dried into flour 

         leaves into seasonings                 NO. PAIUTE: x 

         starchy roots when roasted          SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: Yellow flowered knotweed     WASHOE: 

      black, smooth, shiny fruit               W.SHOSHONE: x 

  SIZE: 1-3’ high 
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NAME: Tobacco-root     LATIN NAME: Valeriana edulis     

                            FAMILY NAME: Valerianaceae/ valerian 

 

PLANT  TYPE: leafy perennial herb 

DESCRIPTION: large fleshy taproot 

        thick, textured erect leaves 

LOCATION: high rocky areas 

SIZE: 1-2’ high 

USAGE1: roots boiled for food 

        tastes like carrots                             NO.PAIUTE: x 

drug treats nerves/stimulant                    SO.PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: smelis like tobacco                     WASHOE:  

pink to white panicle flowers                  W.SHOSHONE: x 

NAME: Serviceberry LATIN NAME: Amelanchier        

       Saskatoon                                       alnifolia 

                                   FAMILY NAME: Roasaceae/ Rose 

 

PLANT TYPE: sm. tree/bush 

DESCRIPTION: purplish black berries 

          white flowers 

LOCATION: rocky areas  

USAGE1: berries eaten fresh or 

          dried NO.PAIUTE: x 

 SO.PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: eyewash made from green WASHOE: x 

       inner bark W.SHOSHONE: x 

  SIZE: 5-10’ high  USAGE1: berries eaten fresh o 

NAME: Tule LATIN NAME: Scirpus acutus    

                                        FAMILY NAME: Cyperaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: creeping rootstock 

DESCRIPTION: stem high, round 

           leaf short, round 

LOCATION: marshes/wetlands 

SIZE: 3-9’ high 

USAGEI: new roots eaten 

        stems used for shelters                     NO.PAIUTE: x 

        duck decoys & boats                        SO. PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: softened into clothing                  WASHOE: x 

                                                                  W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

NAME: Spinach     LATIN NAME: Chenopodium album 

 Wild       FAMILY NAME: Chenopodiaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: pale to bright grn. bush 

DESCRIPTION: tiny rnd. spiked grn. flower 

         gry.-grn leaves 

LOCATION: grass areas 

SIZE: 1-4’ high 

USAGE1: black shiny seed for flour 

         young tender leaves eaten           NO. PAIUTE: x 

                                                              SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: Also known as Pigweed          WASHOE: 

       Lamb’s quarter                              W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

NAME: Turnip LATIN NAME: Psoralea spp. 

Indian FAMILY NAME: Leguminosae 

 

PLANT TYPE: perennial herb w/thick roots 

DESCRIPTION: purpl-blue pea-like flower 

          3-5 ovate leaflets 

LOCATION: prairies/hillsides 

SIZE: 5-16” high 

USAGE1: sweet, starchy root eaten 

         raw or cooked                                  NO.PAIUTE: 

                                                                  SO. PAIUTE: 

NOTE: also known as Breadroot              WASHOE: x 

       has an agreeable root odor                 W.SHOSHONE: 

 

 

 

NAME: Strawberry    LATIN NAME: Fragaria virginiana 

 Wild           FAMILY NAME: Rosaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: long-stalked perennial 

DESCRIPTION: sm.wht. flowers/grows in patches 

          3-parted basal leaf 

LOCATION: woods/open mtn. area 

SIZE: 3-6” high 

USAGE 1: fruit eaten 

                                                           NO.PAIUTE: x 

                                                            SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: fruit is dry seed-like/sunken  WASHOE: x 

      within enlarged fleshy cone         W. SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

NAME: Watercress       LATIN NAME Nasturtium officinale 

                                      FAMILY NAME: Cruciferae 

 

PLANT TYPE: aquatic herb plant 

DESCRIPTION: floating erect or prostrate 

          sm. white anchored roots 

LOCATION: springs/slow streams 

SIZE: 6-12” long 

USAGEI: dense grn. leaves eaten raw or 

         boiled / peppery flower                    NO. PAIUTE: x 

         & pods also eaten                             SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: minute white flowers                    WASHOE: x 

        leaf or root tea                                    W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 

 

NAME: Sunflower        LATIN NAME: Helianthus annus 

               FAMILY NAME: Asteraceae 

PLANT TYPE: coarse plant/rough stem 

DESCRIPTION: dk.grn.leaf/yellow ray flower 

         brn. disk center 

LOCATION: sage/grass areas 

SIZE: 1-5’ high 

USAGE1: seeds eaten/for black dye 

         boil flower heads for oil             NO. PAIUTE: x 

         roots for rheumatism                  SO. PAIUTE: x 

NOTE: fruit center produces seeds     WASHOE: x 

       also in prairies/waste places         W.SHOSHONE: x 
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 NAME: Willow                LATIN NAME: Salix lasiandra              

                                          FAMILY NAME: Salicaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: thicket forming shrub 

DESCRIPTION: red-brn.shiny twigs  

        scaly furrowed bark 

LOCATION: streambank areas 

SIZE: 20-50’ high 

USAGE1: steeped willow twigs & 

         salt for laxative                             NO.PAIUTE: x 

                                                               SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: slender leaves, Skin flowers     WASHOE: x 

baskets made from young twigs           W.SHOSHONE: x 
 SO.PAIUTE: x 

 

 NAME: Wintergreen        LATIN NAME: Gaultheria          

                                                                     humifusa  

                                          FAMILY NAME: Ericaceae 

 

PLANT TYPE: low evergreen shrub 

DESCRIPTION: sm.oval alternating leaves 

          sm.pink/white flowers 

LOCATION: open/high elev. 

SIZE: 6-15” long 

USAGE1: leaves made into tea 

        berrylike fruit eaten raw              NO. PAIUTE: 

        or added to cooking                     SO. PAIUTE: 

NOTE: leaves when rubbed give off   WASHOE: x 

       wintergreen fragrance                   W.SHOSHONE: x 

 

 NAME: Yampa       LATIN NAME: Perideridia gairdneri   

                                FAMILY NAME: Apiaceae/parsley 

 

PLANT TYPE: root plant 

DESCRIPTION: wild carrot w/2 finger-like  

         roots w/mild, nutty flavor 

LOCATION: moist mtn. meadows 

SIZE: 1-2’ high 

USAGE1: root boiled for food 

        cooked root ground into flour         NO.PAIUTE: x 

        seeds for seasoning or eaten         SO.PAIUTE: 

NOTE: raw root has nutty flavor         WASHOE: x 

       wild carrot, Wild Caraway            W.SHOSHONE:  x 
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NAME: Chipmunk     LATIN NAME: Eutamias minimus 

                                   FAMILY NAME: Sciuridae 

DESCRIPTION: sm. yell-gry. w/tan stripes  

          sides orange-brn. 

          long black-tipped tan tail 

BREEDING: 5-7 liter born - May 

LOCATION: dry/high rocky areas 

SIZE: 6-9” long 

NOTE:  main foods berries, nuts & fruit  NO.PAIUTE: x 

       hibernates in late fall                          SO.PAIUTE: x 

       burrow underground/in trees              WASHOE: x 

       excellent climber/chipping call          W.SHOSHONE: x 

       moister areas, color darkens 

 

NAME: Antelope          LATIN NAME: Antilocarpa  

      Pronghorn                                           Americana 

                                       FAMILY NAME: Aatilocapridae 

DESCRIPTION: medium size, long1egged  

         pale tan w/patches of white 

         along sides, chest, inner legs 

BREEDING: fall/1 fawn born -May/June 

LOCATION: grass/sagebrush 

SIZE: 3-4’ high 

NOTE: lyre~shaped black horns         NO.PAIUTE: x 

       Split-heart hoofprints                    SO.PAIUTE: x 

       grazes on grasses                           WASHOE: x 

       fastest animal in west                    W.SHOSHONE: x 

       active night/day 

 
 

NAME: Coyote                LATIN NAME: Canis latrans 

                                         FAMILY NAME: Canidae 

DESCRIPTION: grizzled to red,gray  

          buff underparts/long rust or 

          yell. legs/bushy blk.tip tail 

BREEDING: 1-10 litter born late spring 

LOCATION: all areas 

SIZE: 3-4’ long 

NOTE:  den in crevice or underground   NO.PAIUTE: x 

 eats sm. mammals SO.PAIUTE: x 

       excellent runner/great distances       WASHOE: x 

       runs with tail between legs               W.SHOSHONE: x 

       high-pitched yelping then howls 

 

 

 

NAME: Badger                LATIN NAME: Taxidea taxus  

                                          FAMILY NAME: Mustelidae 

DESCRIPTION: flattened body w/ short,  

           blk.head & feet, 1-stripe on back 

           yellowish-gray color 

BREEDING: 2-5 young born Mar-Apr. 

LOCATION: open plains/West U.S. 

SIZE: 18-23” high 

NOTE: short powerful digging legs    NO.PAIUTE: x  

       short, bushy yel. tail                      SO.PAIUTE: x  

       elliptical den entrance                   WASHOE: x  

       eats sm. mammals, digs them        W.SHOSHONE: x  

       out of their burrows 

NAME: Crow       LATIN NAME: Corvus brachyrhynchos      

      American        FAMILY NAME: Corvidae 

DESCRIPTION: glossy black plummage  

         square-ended tail 

         loud harsh caw 

BREEDING: 5-6 grn/brn. blotched eggs 

LOCATION: foothills 

SIZE: 16-20” long 

NOTE: eats insects/plant foods NO.PAIUTE: x 

 lg cupped nest in 1g. trees SO.PAIUTE:  

 lg. flocks roost together WASHOE: x 

       migration depends on abundance     W.SHOSHONE: x  

       of food 

 

 

NAME: Bear                LATIN NAME: Ursus americanus  

      Black                      FAMILY NAME: Ursidae 

DESCRIPTION: black to brn. in color  

       tan snout, white blaze on 

       chest, males larger 

BREEDING: litter of 1-5 in winter 

LOCATION: wooded mtns. 

SIZE: 4-6’ long 

NOTE: eats vegetation, fish, 

       sm. mammals                                 NO.PAIUTE: x 

       clumsy walk but can run up to       SO.PAIUTE: x    

       30mph/human-like paw prints       WASHOE: x  

       trees marked w/depressions or       W.SHOSHONE: x     

       high claw marks show bears areas 

 

 

NAME: Cui-ui                 LATIN NAME: Chasmistes cujus  

                                         FAMILY NAME: Catostomidae 

DESCRIPTION: lt. to dk. gray w/ red 

           stripe on side 

           sucker fish 

BREEDING: Spring spawning 

LOCATION: Pyramid Lake 

SIZE: to 12” long 

NOTE: dried, ground & boiled                NO.PAIUTE: x  

       into soup                                            SO.PAIUTE:   

       only head fillet boneless                    WASHOE: x  

       spawns up Truckee R. & lives           W.SHOSHONE: x  

       in depths of Pyramid L 

 

 

NAME: Beaver            LATIN NAME: Castor canadensis   

                                     FAMILY NAME: Castoridae 

DESCRIPTION: dk-brn lg. rodent  

         lg. black scaly flat tall 

         lg. hind feet/2 lg. front teeth 

BREEDING: 4~6 kits born late spring 

LOCATION: all water areas 

SIZE: 3-4’ long 

NOTE: nocturnal, lives in underwater   NO.PAIUTE: x 

      burrows or lodges, builds w/            SO.PAIUTE: x 

      wood/soft woods primary foods      WASHOE: x 

      makes tail slaps when alarmed        W.SHOSHONE: x 

      skillful swimmer/gnaws trees 
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NAME: Fox                    LATIN NAME: Vulpes vulpes  

      Red                            FAMILY NAME: Canidae 

DESCRIPTION: sm. doglike. rusty red fur  

        white underparts & throat  

        long bushy white-tipped tail 

BREEDING: 1-10 kits, early spring 

LOCATION: varied grass/brushlands 

SIZE: 35-40’ long 

NOTE: underground den w/food cache  NO.PAIUTE: x 

      mounds nearby, nocturnal   SO.PAIUTE: x 

      omnivorous, sm. mammals/birds   WASHOE: 

      sharp bark, larger hind print   W.SHOSHONE: x 

      elliptical pupils, pointed ears 

 

NAME: Deer    LATIN NAME: Odocoileus hemionus   

      Mule           FAMILY NAME: Cervidae 

DESCRIPTION: spring/red-brn. & winter gray fur  

        stocky body w/sturdy legs 

        white undersides/rump patch 

BREEDING: young doe has 1 spring fawn 

LOCATION: mixed habitats 

SIZE: 3-6’ long 

NOTE: large ears, bucks have antlers   NO.PAIUTE: x 

 split heart-shaped hoof prints         SO.PAIUTE x 

 bounding gait w/all 4 feet               WASHOE: x 

 active at dusk or dawn                    W.SHOSHONE: x 

 forages on herbacious plants 

 

 

NAME: Geese                LATIN NAME: Branta canadensis  

      Canadian                   FAMILY NAME: Anatidae 

DESCRIPTION: black head & long neck  

        broad white chin band 

        gray-brn back, white under 

BREEDING: 4-10 dull white eggs 

LOCATION: water/grasslands 

SIZE: 35-40” long 

NOTE: ground nests, winters & breeds  NO.PAIUTE: x 

       in Great Basin area                           SO.PAIUTE: x 

       flies in V-shaped flocks                   WASHOE: x 

       deep 2-parted ka-honk                     W.SHOSHONE: x 

       forages grains & grasses 

 

 

 

NAME: Dove              LATIN NAME: Zenaida macroura   

        Mourning             FAMILY NAME: Columbidae 

DESCRIPTION: lt. brown-gry. feathers above  

         pale buff below, black 

         spots on wings, head 

BREEDING: nests 2-4 times yearly 

LOCATION: desert/dry uplands 

SIZE: 11-13” long 

NOTE: long, central tail feathers          NO.PAIUTE: x 

      white-tipped outer tail                     SO.PAIUTE: x 

      male makes cooing                          WASHOE: x 

      during courtship, male flaps            W.SHOSHONE: x 

      wings & glides w/fanned tail 

 

NAME: Lion                      LATIN NAME: Felis concolor  

      Mountain                      FAMILY NAME: Felidae 

DESCRIPTION: lg. cat w/Iong slender tail  

        reddish-brn. fur w/ white 

        underparts, wide cat tracks 

BREEDING: 2-3 kittens in early spring 

LOCATION: brush/forest areas 

SIZE: 4’ tall 

NOTE: kittens a dusky spotted color      NO.PAIUTE: x 

 live w/mother for 1st year SO.PAIUTE: x 

 largest carnivore next to bear WASHOE: x 

 eats mostly mule deer W.SHOSHONE: x 

 blk. tipped ears, nose, & tail 

 

 

 

NAME: Duck           LATIN NAME: Anas platyrhynchos     

       Mallard              FAMILY NAME: Anatidae 

DESCRIPTION: male duck w/grn. head &  

        neck. reddish-brn. breast 

        white ring on neck 

BREEDING: 8-12 grn./gry. buff eggs 

LOCATION: all water areas 

SIZE: 20-25” long 

NOTE: female mottled brown, white   NO.PAIUTE: x 

 wing tips, feeds on aquatic             SO.PAIUTE: x 

 plants, surface eater                        WASHOE: x 

 nests on ground near water             W.SHOSHONE: x 

 makes loud quacking sounds 

 

NAME: Marmot          LATIN NAME Marmota flaviventris     

      Yellowbelly           FAMILY NAME: Sciuridae 

DESCRIPTION: mammal w/ heavy yell-brn. body 

        w/yellow belly, bushy tail 

        wht.spot btw.eyes/Ground Hog 

BREEDING: litter of 5 born March-April 

LOCATION: rocky high areas 

SIZE: 18-27” long 

NOTE: eats grn. vegetation                      NO.PAIUTE: x 

       lives in burrow under rocks               SO.PAIUTE: x  

       fans of earth show openings              WASHOE: x 

       whistles or chirps warnings               W.SHOSHONE: x 

       from its den if alarmed 

W. 

NAME: Eagle               LATIN NAME Aquila chrysaetos  

       Golden                   FAMILY NAME: Accipitridae 

DESCRIPTION: great sized, dk. brown  

        gold to tan nape, deep 

        eye sockets, high squeal 

BREEDING: 2 dull, creamy eggs 

LOCATION: rangelands, mtn. 

SIZE: 30-41” long 

NOTE: nests in lg. trees/cliffs              NO.PAIUTE: 

       6-8’ wingspan, white primary        SO.PAIUTE: x 

       wing patch & tail w/brn band        WASHOE: 

       eats sin. mammals & fish               W.SHOSHONE: x 

       soars high in sky  
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NAME: Porcupine         LATIN NAME: Erethizon dorsatum   

                                       FAMILY NAME: Erethizontidae 

DESCRIPTION: upper sides densely covered 

         w/ pointed hollow quills 

         yellow body hair 

BREEDING: single young born late spring 

LOCATION: sagebrush plains 

SIZE: 20-27" high 

NOTE: shelters in rock slides or NO.PAIUTE: x 

       aloft in trees, active at                 SO.PAIUTE: x 

       night, eats bark/herb plants WASHOE: x 

      lodges quills into intruders W.SHOSHONE: x      

      when come into contact 

 

NAME: Mink        LATIN NAME: Mustela vision 

                                         FAMILY NAME: Mustelidae  

DESCRIPTION: choc.brn.to blk. rich fur 

        white spots - chin, throat 

        long bushy tail, sleek body 

BREEDING: 3-6 young born early spring  

LOCATION: along waterways 

SIZE: 19-28"long 

NOTE: streambank den openings        NO.PAIUTE: x 

       round tracks, slight web-toes        SO.PAIUTE: x 

       marks territory w/ scent              WASHOE: 

      swims well, kills sm. mammals  W.SHOSHONE: x    

      or aquatic animals by biting 

 

 

NAME: Quail     LATIN NAME. Callipepla californica 

California                   FAMILY NAME: Phasianidae  

DESCRIPTION: head crown has short black 

        top-knot curving forward 

        dk. blu-gry. plump body  

BREEDING: 12-16 ivory eggs  

LOCATION: thickets/chapparal  

SIZE: 9-11" long 

NOTE: nests on ground, grass lining         NO.PAIUTE: x 

       flocks roost in trees-safety     SO.PAIUTE: 

       running rapidly on ground     WASHOE: x 

       eats seeds/herbaceous plants               W.SHOSHONE: x  

       makes phit-phit warning 

 

 

NAME: Muskrat        LATIN NAME: Ondatra zibethicus  

                                   FAMILY NAME: Cricetidae 

DESCRIPTION: thick, rich brn.fur 

         silvery belly 

         narrow blacktail 8-11" long 

BREEDING: broods of 5-7/year-round 

LOCATION: ponds, slow stream 

SIZE: 10.14" tall 

NOTE: eats cattails/aquatic plants         NO.PAIUTE: x     

      underwater bank entrances SO.PAIUTE: x          

      causes damage to irrigation              WASHOE: 

      systems (ditches & banks)                W.SHOSHONE: x  

 

 

NAME: Rabbit LATIN NAME: Sylvilagus audubonii     

       Cottontail         FAMILY NAME: Leporidae 

DESCRIPTION: sin, yellow brown fur 

         with black overwash 

         cottony white tail 

BREEDING: litter of 6 in spring 

LOCATION: brush/grasslands 

SIZE: 12-15" tall 

NOTE: short burrow or indentation          NO.PAIUTE: x 

       forages on grasses bordered    SO.PAIUTE: x 

       by shrubs for protection                    WASHOE: 

       moderately long ears                       W.SHOSHONE: x  

       bright rusty nape 

 

 

NAME: Otter      LATIN NAME: Lutra canadensis 

                                       FAMILY NAME: Mustelidae  

DESCRIPTION: elongated body, dk. brown 

         w/paler belly, throat 

         silver-gry. whitish whiskers 

BREEDING: 1-4 young born in spring 

LOCATION: waterways/woods 

SIZE: 35.51" long 

NOTE: streambank burrow, aquatic life     NO.PAIUTE: x 

       eats mainly fish or sm.mammals    SO.PAIUTE: 

       has a sidling walk on land               WASHOE: 

       active by day, sliding on                  W.SHOSHONE: x     

       riverbanks, marks territory 

 

 

NAME: Rabbit        LATIN NAME: Lepus californicus  

       Jackrabbit               FAMILY NAME: Lepus 

DESCRIPTION: buff gray or sandy fur 

         peppered w/ black, white 

         below, very long ears 

BREEDING: 4-5 in litter, year-round 

LOCATION: prairies/meadows 

SIZE: 18-25" long 

NOTE: finds shelter under brush            NO.PAIUTE: x 

       forages for vegetation at                  SO.PAIUTE: x 

       night, destroys farm crops  WASHOE: x 

       black stripe down tail                    W.SHOSHONE: x  

       bounding on lg. hind feet 

 

 

NAME: Owl       LATIN NAME: Bubo virginianus   

       Great Horn             FAMILY NAME: Strigidae  

DESCRIPTION: flat-topped head w/lg. 

         ear tufts, yellow eyes 

         dark/lt.brn. mixed plummage 

BREEDING: 2-3 white eggs 

LOCATION: open woods 

SIZE: up to 20"long 

NOTE: nests in cliff/lg. trees                 NO.PAIUTE: x  

       nocturnal hunter/ sm. mammals     SO.PAIUTE: x 

       deep hooting call                WASHOE: 

       roosts in dense-foliaged tree            W.SHOSHONE: x        

       during daytime 
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NAME: Snake                   LATIN NAME: Crotalus Viridis  

       Rattle                          FAMILY NAME: Sistrurus 

DESCRIPTION heavy yell-gry. body 

         broad triangular head 

         dk.brn/blk. blotches on back 

BREEDING: 6-7 eggs/late summer 

LOCATION: rocky grass/foothills 

SIZE: to 60” long 

NOTE: feeds on sin, mammals &           NO. PAIUTE:  x 

       some birds/reptiles                            SO. PAIUTE: x 

       strikes less than 12” high                  WASHOE: 

       2 fangs have poisonous bite              W. SHOSHONE: x 

       jointed horny rattle on tail 

  

 

NAME: Robin          LATIN NAME: Turdus migratorius   

       American           FAMILY NAME: Muscicapidae 

DESCRIPTION: dk. slate body, black tail  

         reddish breast, sings in 

         rising inflections 

BREEDING: 4-5 deep blue eggs 

LOCATION: grasslands/forests 

SIZE: 10-11” long 

NOTE: nests in trees, winters in         NO. PAIUTE:  x 

       warmer areas, eats berries            SO. PAIUTE: x 

       & insects                                       WASHOE: x 

       makes shrilling sound when          W. SHOSHONE: x 

       excited, nests in pairs  

 

NAME: Squirrel   LATIN NAME: Spermophilus townsendii     

       Townsend’s   FAMILY NAME: Sciuridae 

DESCRIPTION: gray above, white/buff belly  

        short reddish/tawny tail 

        face/hind legs reddish 

BREEDING: 2-6 young born in spring 

LOCATION: open sagebrush 

SIZE: 9-12” long 

NOTE: live in underground burrows         NO. PAIUTE:  x 

       with escape hatches/50’long               SO. PAIUTE: x 

       feed on greens/lg. colonies                 WASHOE: x 

       inactive summer through winter         W. SHOSHONE: x 

 

NAME: Sagehen          LATIN NAME: Centrocercus                              

                                                                 urophasianus 

                                      FAMILY NAME: Phasianidae 

DESCRIPTION: gray-brown on top, black belly  

        male spear-like tail feathers 

        black throat, white breasted 

BREEDING: spring mating season 

LOCATION: sagebrush open areas 

SIZE: 26-30” long 

NOTE during courtship dance, male     NO. PAIUTE:  x 

       fans tail feathers, inflates                SO. PAIUTE: x 

       air sacs in breast                              WASHOE: x 

       makes a popping sound                   W. SHOSHONE: x 

       when flushed clucks  

 
 

NAME: Trout           LATIN NAME: Salmo clarki henshawi  

       L Cutthroat        FAMILY NAME: Salmonidae 

DESCRIPTION: predatory fish  

         black spotted w/red streak 

         on side of lower jaw 

BREEDING: spawn in early spring 

LOCATION: fresh, swift waters 

SIZE: 8-10” long 

NOTE:  eggs hatch when water temper rise NO. PAIUTE: x 

 trout strive in cool, clear,                       SO. PAIUTE: 

 swift moving waters                              WASHOE: x 

       land-locked trout, when ancient            W.SHOSHONE: 

       lake Lahontan dried up 

 

NAME: Sheep                 LATIN NAME: Ovis canadensis 

       Mountain                  FAMILY NAME: Antilocapridae 

DESCRIPTION: gray to buff brown fur 

          lg. whitish rump patch  

          permanent spiraled horns 

BREEDING: late fall mating/spring lambs 

LOCATION: rocky cliffs 

SIZE: 3-4’ tall 

NOTE: rams fighting during mating     NO. PAIUTE: x 

       live in bands, feeding 3                   SO. PAIUTE: x 

       times a day,                                     WASHOE: x 

       able to walk on steep inclines         W. SHOSHONE: x 

 

       muscular body w/thick neck  

 

NAME: Trout                    LATIN NAME: Salmo gairdnerii  

Rainbow                            FAMILY NAME: salmonidae 

DESCRIPTION: bluish-gry. back, Steelhead 

         silvery-wht. belly 

         side rainbow colored stripe 

BREEDING: spring spawning 

LOCATION: cool, swift mtn. streams 

SIZE: 21 1/2 lbs. max 

NOTE: eaten cooked or dried                   NO. PAIUTE:  x 

      when dried aided to foods                   SO. PAIUTE: 

      fillet, baked or roasted                        WASHOE: 

      migrates to ocean a couple                  W. SHOSHONE: x 

      of yrs./returns to spawn 

 

 

NAME: Skunk                LATIN NAME Mephitis mephitis 

       Striped                     FAMILY NAME: Mestelidae 

DESCRIPTION: cat size mammal w/2 large  

        white stripes down 

         black body/tail black 

BREEDING: 4-7 young born in spring 

LOCATION: deserts, woods, plains 

SIZE: 13-18” 

NOTE: eats variety of vegetables          NO. PAIUTE: x 

      eats insects, sin. animals                  SO. PAIUTE: 

      raises tail if threatened                     WASHOE: 

      throws strong smelling musk           W. SHOSHONE: x 

      spray distance of 8-14’  
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NAME: Wolf                      LATIN NAME: Canis lupus 

      Gray                              FAMILY NAME: Canidae 

DESCRIPTION: long grizzled gray fur  

         w/varying colors, lg. males  

         long, bushy tails 

BREEDING: 5-10 young/spring litter 

LOCATION: forests 

SIZE: 40-80” long 

NOTE: burrows in den 6-30’ deep           NO. PAIUTE: 

       near grassy meadow w/ many            SO. PAIUTE: 

       sm. mammals. store caches                WASHOE: 

       mark territory w/ scent                       W. SHOSHONE: x 

       male pack leader/communal howls   

 

 

NAME: Weasel                LATIN NAME: Mustela frenata   

                                         FAMILY NAME: Mustelidae 

DESCRIPTION: long, slender, short limbs  

         brown upper parts, ereamy 

         yellow underparts, black tail 

BREEDING: 4-9 young born in spring 

LOCATION: forested areas 

SIZE: 9-10” long 

NOTE: lives in underground dens.       NO. PAIUTE:  x 

      hunts sm. mammals & birds           SO. PAIUTE: 

      can climb trees like squirrels          WASHOE: 

      active carnivore in daytime and      W. SHOSHONE: x 

      any season, white winter coat 

 

 

 


